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THE HAUNYED PARLOR

By Donald A, Wollheim

Never shall I aiswclicve in the ovil
snirits thab walk tho ni~ht, Never shall
I seoff ot the dArcad phantamz nf tho carthe-
hound, of the damnod -rtho ctcrnnlly haunt
tho sconecs of thoir mortal sins. Ne-eov,
aftor what I aaw in the »narlor of Groat-
aunt Matilda's home on the Snazscx Downs
that dread summcyr morn,

I had weon snondine a few =ocks ag her
puoat on that, my first £rip to m anccstral
1and: she had insistced unon mv’atavine at
the ramhline~ old mansion <which, lercend had
it, had nheen handcd dovn Len ecnerations,

My Greatwsunt nroved to he sne of thosc
stern 0l1d 1adics who taks to snipritualiam
and f2aness fo vhilc awaw their nld arc, A
kiddly woman,vot with that pscuio-seicntifin
intent on ths »ecality of the after 1ifo ~nd
hor various medivmistie cxnericnecs,



I had,sn gevoral ocrngiong, Alssussed
hor idoss with her, She proved tolcrant
but unveildine in her insi=stenre unon the
aftervorld and such thin~s as ~honts and
hauntine~s, Of course, I mvself holicvad in
no such nonscnsc, Tonl that I was, and
chided her a hit, I pointed out that surcly
in ten men2rations of mv family (knowine
somethine of the doiners of still ‘existine
relatives!) there' must ccrtainly ho o
hount or two han~ine ahpout the ancestral
chambors, =7

At this romark, mv Great-nunt Matilda
nxx paled visible, To mv delisht, she =d-
mittcd that such was the case. But, she
hastened to add, sho had neyer scon the
thing-~nor had anv livine pcraen and
survived. I pressod her Tor further Anta
hut she »ould vouehsafc no morec,

In the coursc of the noxt few daws I
kopt my cycs and ears oncn and made o
little eame of trvine to snolt the whereahouts
of her haunt. Did the fi~urc stnlk the hallsg
at ni~ht? Dia it walk the sardons ab Xmas
Evc? Coula it he found in the anniont
medioval ‘oundations ar tho cohwiohbhy at+ie?
Then I mndo a 1littloe diseovorv--ac~incntal
hut just the =ame, the Aiansovory,

overhecard mr aunt ecivin~ 2 new houno-
maid ins+trustions. Shc “was tolline the ~irl
hor éutics aheut the house, I noted thet sho
rave hor sndeirsl inslatcnce unnon 'nrenarine
the first Tlonr parlor' the vorv first thine
in the morninc., Before anvihine~ claec, My
sunt was oxtremcly insiastent unon thoe suhjeet,

Now this was dceidcdly odd, hanausc usnasliy
rarvants do not gloan or make up ranms until
lonr after hrinkfast, Thevroforo me avanician
fixed vpon tho nerlor,



The reoom nag his not out of +he
orcdinarv, It wag ﬂe"'f‘i"‘ ted in a very murh
ric-Victorian manner--2 1ot of gverstuffed
furniture, hric-a-hrae, horrihle -all :
paper, three forhidAin-~ family nortraits,
a4 hure hearskin rur in the center of the
room, angd 90 on. '

Upnn all of these thin~s I mave
attention, The portraits hore nromise of
pofsibilities~~-thew were old enouch, The
whole room‘'was wvarsulvy unnleasant, hut
after 11 | all rooms o” this neriod arc.

he hear ru~ nccupied mv attontion a hit--
it mas verv len~ haired and ferosious
loo¥ine, Perhans its wag the haunt? Eavhe
the snectre-materialized under it?

Or perhens ik served to cover un some
constantlv ~geurrine mark? & snet of hlood
renewine itsell sasch ni~ht and ~ecdin~ to
he washed off each morninm? Op could 1t he
that the—~e ~as a polterrzist that movcd and

earran~ed..the ’urn1furo° ‘

I noted.then’that after Ainner, —hen
ni~ht hed <allen, Great -aunt Lnt11r alergrs
nloscd the douhle parlor doowrs, They —rere.

not sncned arsin until the next morninge
aftor the ~irl had nro-unzhliv " nrenancd”
the room,

I npted earefully the times o thasc
thin~s, Next I =euld com2 aut in the Mall
at midnieht and listen, hut I.nsard no
sounds Crom the »oom, X am surc the house
was asleep. Had thers heon nnltorscists. or
rhastly nrowlcrs, I shoul” have heard, T
rosisted the te mntution to ~o inko +he
narlor in tha dcad of nirht hoeauso, thou-h
I 2p not n2licve in shoats, L micht “mins
mv atcn in the dark and fnl?.



But onc morninm, oh Arcadful Aaw,

I slipncd oulctly osut of hed at tho Tirst
ravs of the dawn., The maid wauld not he

un for anothcer hour, and I ceuld ~ct down.
to that narlor and aceo for myvaclf ~hat the
ni-ht had hrourht,

I tiotocd Aovnatal»s in th~ srovw
li~ht o Aamn znd throu~h tho hal's, I
camc to the rroat douhlo dnors that shut

of f the ronm of mvaterwy, Plasin~ mv hands
unon the knohs, I hesitatod a mamont,
Mat would I aa~? What —oird mestorT ~ould
unfold hofore mv owves? Thon I threow thom
Oncno ’ I
On, mhastly moment! It shall haunt
me forovor.

Two romsm “as unshanecd, Thine~a wor ¥
not movod, There =as no hinad anot, But
an uncontrnliahlo ehild ran thraurh Mo o9
mv cvas fastoned uodn the” flon~r, The hair
on_tho hearskin rum, -~hich ‘had hcon hrushod
flat, was non standigg atraleht unl

I 134 ~ihperin~,
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"Phs Hauntod Parlor’ is ""nclouslv
dcdinated to Philin Van Pawan Sterng ILec
Tricht, Baria I\.,rlo.f‘.f, Baanett Corf, Josenh.
Lo-ris french, Horhert Wiga, Phwliis Frascr
and otMer colldetors no® apneat-tho-2drcg
choat talecs. Thew have ncedsd a now store
“or such a lon~ timo, ., <

The Phantarranh awpl~~i%0s “ar 1ts ansver,
thou~h at instant of twnin~, i+ Anzsn't knpm
what 1% w117 1aak Yic, Jdehn Fisrhel 18 ~ti1°
ton 117 fo turn ouh ocur “amad ailk asrcon
johs “Ar sov-ral médntha, Ano e mat rcoart
to ralkcah:ft, Bear ~ith vo. -
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